
Step-by-Step Guide to Transfer 

WordPress Site to New Host 

Safely 

To transfer WordPress site to new host successfully, Many WordPress users 

move their websites to unused has for superior speed, stronger security, and 

made strides bolster. Though movement can seem complex, it’s sensible with 

proper steps and planning. The most risks data misfortune and downtime can be 

maintained at avoided with care. Upgrading hosting improves execution, uptime, 

and client encounter, making it a shrewd move for blogs, stores, and business 

websites alike. 

This guide covers everything needed for a successful WordPress hosting 

migration: 

• Three migration methods: Manual transfer, plugin-based solutions, and 

professional services—each suited for different skill levels and 

requirements 

• Zero downtime strategies: Techniques to keep websites live and accessible 

throughout the entire migration process 

• Complete pre-migration checklist: Essential preparation steps including backup 

procedures and technical requirement verification 

• Step-by-step database transfer: Detailed instructions to safely transfer 

WordPress database without data loss 

• DNS management: Proper domain configuration to ensure smooth transition 

between hosting providers 

• Troubleshooting common issues: Solutions for typical migration 

challenges and how to change WordPress hosting provider without 

complications 

• Method comparison table: Side by side analysis helping readers choose 

the best approach for their specific situation 

• Post migration testing: Verification procedures to confirm everything 

works perfectly on the new host  



Several compelling reasons drive site proprietors to move WordPress site to 

another host. Performance issues beat the list, as moderate loading times 

specifically affect client encounter, look motor rankings, and conversion rates. 

When a current facilitating supplier comes up short to provide satisfactory speed 

or unwavering quality, movement gets to be fundamental. 

Why You Need to Migrate WordPress Site to 

New Host 

Cost considerations moreover play a significant part in facilitating choices. Many 

providers offer introductory pricing that drastically increments upon 

reestablishment, making alternative has more economical. Also, businesses 

exceed their current plans and require progressed highlights like arranging 

situations, way better security conventions, or upgraded client bolster that 

legitimize exchanging suppliers. 

Technical limitations frequently force migrations as well. Websites encountering 

quick development may require more server resources, better scalability options, 

or specialized WordPress optimization. Poor customer benefit, frequent 

downtime, or need of basic highlights like programmed reinforcements also 

motivate owners to seek way better hosting solutions. 

Pre-Migration Checklist: Preparing for Success 

 

Pre-Migration Checklist Preparing for Success 

Proper preparation prevents movement disasters and ensures smooth moves. 

Before starting any exchange, completing these basic tasks minimizes risks and 

potential complications. 

Backup WordPress Site Before Migration 

Creating comprehensive reinforcements stands as the foremost basic pre-

migration step. Site proprietors ought to backup WordPress site before 

migration by downloading total duplicates of all records, databases, topics, 



plugins, and media transfers. This security net allows restoration on the off 

chance that anything goes wrong during the transfer handle. 

Multiple backup copies stored in different areas provide extra security. Consider 

keeping one backup on local computers, another in cloud capacity, and a third 

with the current hosting provider. Confirm backup astuteness by checking record 

sizes and testing database sends out before proceeding. 

Choose Your New Hosting Provider 

Selecting the right hosting provider requires careful evaluation of several 

factors: 

• Performance benchmarks: Server response times, uptime guarantees, and 

page load speeds 

• WordPress-specific features: One-click installations, automatic updates, 

and staging environments 

• Scalability options: Ability to upgrade resources as traffic grows 

• Security measures: SSL certificates, malware scanning, and firewall 

protection 

• Customer support: 24/7 availability, WordPress expertise, and response 

times 

• Pricing transparency: Clear renewal rates without hidden fees 

Research provider reputations through independent reviews and community 

feedback before committing. Many hosts offer money back guarantees, allowing 

risk-free testing of their services. 

Check Technical Requirements 

Compatibility verification prevents post-migration specialized issues. Compare 

current and new hosting environments to guarantee they bolster 

indistinguishable PHP forms, MySQL databases, and server setups. Websites 

using specific PHP expansions or custom server settings need has that 

accommodate these requirements. 



How to Transfer WordPress Website to New 

Host : 3 Proven Methods 

Understanding available migration options helps site owners select the approach 

that best matches their technical expertise and particular requirements. Each 

strategy offers unmistakable preferences depending on location complexity, 

budget imperatives, and consolation level with technical processes. 

Method 1 Manual WordPress Site Migration 

The manual WordPress site migration approach provides complete control 

over each aspect of the transfer process. This strategy suits technically confident 

clients who need to get it precisely what happens during migration and prefer 

not relying on automated tools. 

Manual migration involves these core steps: 

• Accessing the current hosting account by means of FTP or file manager 

• Downloading all WordPress records counting wp-content, themes, and 

plugins 

• Sending out the database through phpMyAdmin 

• Creating a new database on the goal have 

• Uploading records to the new server 

• Importing the database and updating configuration files 

• Modifying wp-config. php with new database credentials 

This approach requires no additional software costs and works for any hosting 

configuration. However, it demands technical knowledge of file structures, 

database operations, and potential troubleshooting skills when issues arise 

at transfer wordpress site to new host. 

Method 2 Migrate WordPress with Plugin 

Using plugins to migrate WordPress with plugin technology simplifies the entire 

process significantly. Prevalent arrangements computerize record exchanges, 

database relocations, and configuration updates, making them ideal for clients 

looking for proficiency without deep technical involvement. 



Top migration plugins include: 

• Duplicator: Creates total location packages that can be deployed on new 

hosts 

• All-in-One WP Migration: Offers straightforward exports and imports 

with negligible setup 

• Updraft Plus: Primarily a backup arrangement that too handles migrations 

viably 

• Migrate Master: Gives free migrations with negligible server resource 

prerequisites 

These tools typically work by creating compressed archives of entire websites, 

which users then upload and extract on destination servers. Most plugins handle 

database search and replace operations automatically, updating URLs and file 

paths to match new hosting environments. 

Method 3 WordPress Migration Services 

Professional WordPress migration services eliminate all technical burden by 

having specialists handle the entire transfer process. This choice requests to 

business owners who prioritize time savings, guarantee victory rates, and need 

zero-downtime for transfer WordPress site to new host 

Service providers offer: 

• Managed hosting migrations: Numerous premium has include free 

movement help with modern accounts 

• Freelance migration masters: Autonomous experts who charge per-

project expenses 

• Office migration packages: Full-service providers handling complex, 

high-traffic websites 

Professional services typically cost between fifty and a few hundred dollars 

depending on site complexity. They give peace of mind through ensured 

completion, protections against data misfortune, and expert troubleshooting if 

complications arise. 

https://www.wpbeginner.com/showcase/best-wordpress-migration-plugins-compared/


Step-by-Step Guide: Move WordPress Site to 

Another Host 

This detailed walkthrough illustrates how to exchange WordPress location to new 

host utilizing the manual strategy, giving comprehensive understanding of the 

complete prepare. Indeed those planning to use plugins benefit from 

understanding these fundamental steps. 

Step 1: Export Your WordPress Files and Database 

Begin by accessing the current hosting control panel and finding the file manager 

or connecting via FTP client at the time of transfer WordPress site to new host. 

Explore to the public html directory (or wherever WordPress is introduced) and 

download the complete WordPress establishment folder. This includes all center 

records, subjects, plugins, and transferred media substance. 

Core Features: 

• wp content folder containing subjects, plugins, and transfers 

• wp config.php record with database association subtle elements 

• htaccess file for server configuration rules 

• All root directory files including index.php 

Another, send out the database through phpMyAdmin by selecting the 

WordPress database, clicking Trade, choosing the Speedy export method with 

SQL organize. Spare this record safely as it contains all posts, pages, comments, 

settings, and user information. 

Starting is extremely affordable thanks to promotional pricing. Institutions on a 

tight budget value the low entry barrier. 

Step 2: Transfer WordPress Database to New Host 

After setting up the new hosting account, create a fresh database through the 

hosting control board. Record the new database name, username, and 

watchword as these details are pivotal for setup upgrades. 



Get to phpMyAdmin on the modern server and select the recently made 

database. Click Import, select the previously traded SQL record, and execute the 

moment process. The framework will populate the modern database with all 

content from the first location during transfer wordpress site to new host. 

Transfer all WordPress records to the modern server’s public_html registry 

utilizing FTP or the hosting file manager. Ensure the directory structure remains 

identical to the first installation to prevent broken links or missing resources. 

Open wp-config.php in a text editor and update database connection details 

with the new host’s information: 

• DB_NAME: New database name 

• DB_USER: New database username 

• DB_PASSWORD: New database password 

• DB_HOST: Usually localhost, but verify with hosting provider 

Step 3: Update DNS and Test Your Site 

Before making the site publicly live on the new host, test functionality by 

modifying the local hosts file or using the hosting provider’s preview domain. 

This allows verification that everything works correctly without affecting the live 

website. 

Check these critical elements during testing: 

• Homepage loads correctly without errors 

• Internal joins navigate properly 

• Pictures and media show without broken joins 

• Contact shapes and interactive features function 

• Admin dashboard remains accessible 

• Plugins activate without conflicts 

Once testing confirms everything operates smoothly, update DNS records to 

point the domain to the new hosting server. Get to the domain registrar account, 

locate DNS management settings, and update A records with the unused host’s 

IP address. DNS propagation typically takes 24-48 hours, though numerous users 

see changes within a few hours during transfer wordpress site to new host. 



WordPress Site Downtime Prevention Strategies 

 

WordPress Site Downtime Prevention Strategies 

Implementing WordPress site downtime prevention techniques ensures 

continuous availability amid the relocation handle when transfer wordpress site 

to new host. Guests should encounter zero interruption while the site moves 

between hosting providers. 

The most effective strategy includes keeping the first location running while 

setting up the copy on the modern have. As it were after thorough testing and 

confirmation ought to DNS records be updated to redirect traffic. This approach 

guarantees that users always get to a functioning version of the website. 

Additional downtime prevention measures: 

• Schedule migrations during low traffic periods like early morning hours 

• Utilize a maintenance mode plugin to show proficient holding pages in 

case brief downtime becomes fundamental 

• Implement proper caching strategies to serve cached substance 

amid DNS engendering 

• Screen location availability from multiple locations during the transition 

period 

Lower TTL (Time To Live) values for DNS records several days before migration. 

This reduces propagation time when updating nameservers, allowing faster 

transitions between hosting environments. 

Common Issues During WordPress Hosting 

Migration 

Even carefully planned migrations encounter occasional challenges. 

Understanding commonplace issues and their solutions makes a difference site 

owners react quickly when issues arise. 



Downtime Temporary site inaccessibility during server switch. 

Broken Links URLs may not update correctly. 

Missing Files Some media/plugins/themes may not transfer. 

Database Connection Errors Wrong database credentials/configuration. 

Theme/Plugin Incompatibility Server may not support existing themes/plugins. 

SEO Impact Migration may affect search rankings. 

Email Issues DNS changes can disrupt email. 

Database connection errors occur frequently when wp-config.php contains off 

base qualifications at the time of transfer wordpress site to new host. Double-

check database title, username, watchword, and have values match the new 

hosting environment precisely. Case sensitivity matters, so confirm capitalization 

matches the hosting control panel. 

Broken pictures and lost media as a rule show erroneous record ways or 

incomplete uploads. Confirm the wp-content/uploads directory transferred 

completely and check database passages for ancient space references that need 

upgrading with search-and-replace apparatuses. 

Report current server specifications including PHP version, MySQL form, memory 

limits, and execution times. Share these details with the new hosting provider to 

affirm compatibility before starting the migration process. 

Plugin clashes can develop when the new hosting environment runs diverse 

PHP forms or needs required extensions. Deactivate all plugins before migration, 

at that point reactivate them independently on the new have to identify 

problematic add-ons. 

Permalink structure failures show as 404 errors on inside pages. Resave 

permalink settings in the WordPress admin dashboard (Settings > Permalinks) 

and ensure the .htaccess record has proper write permissions on the modern 

server. 

People Also ASk 



How do I migrate WordPress site to new host using a plugin? 

To migrate WordPress site to new host with plugins, introduce a relocation 

instrument like Duplicator or All-in-One WP Migration on the current site. 

Create a backup package through the plugin interface, download the 

generated files, at that point introduce the same plugin on the modern have 

and utilize its reestablish work to send the site. Most plugins give step-by-

step wizards that guide users through the entire process. 

 

How do I import WordPress site from zip? 

To import WordPress site from zip, extricate the compressed file on a local 

computer to get to the WordPress records and database SQL record 

for migrate wordpress site to new host. Upload the extracted files to the 

new hosting server via FTP, create a database through hosting control panel, 

moment the SQL file through phpMyAdmin, and update wp-config.php with 

new database connection details. 

 

How to migrate WordPress site using UpdraftPlus? 

To learn how to migrate WordPress site using UpdraftPlus, install the 

plugin on the original site, create a complete backup including database, 

themes, plugins, and uploads. Download the backup files, then 

install UpdraftPlus on the destination site and use the Migrate/Clone feature 

(premium version) or manually restore the backup files through the plugin’s 

restore interface. 

 

How can I manually migrate WordPress site on GoDaddy? 

To manually migrate WordPress site GoDaddy, access the current hosting 

via FTP to download all WordPress files, export the database through 

phpMyAdmin, then log into the GoDaddy hosting account. Create a new 

database, upload files to the appropriate directory, import the database, and 

update wp-config.php with GoDaddy’s database credentials. GoDaddy also 



offers free migration assistance for certain hosting plans for that transfer 

wordpress site to new host. 

 

What is the best WordPress migration plugin? 

The best WordPress migration plugin depends on specific needs. 

Duplicator offers comprehensive features for complex sites, All-in-One WP 

Migration provides simplicity for beginners, and UpdraftPlus combines 

backup and migration capabilities. Many users prefer WordPress migration 

plugin free options like Duplicator’s basic version or All-in-One WP Migration 

for standard websites under size limitations. 

 

 

 

Final Thoughts 

Learning to transfer WordPress site to new host empowers website owners 

with fundamental abilities for keeping up ideal online nearness. The strategies 

laid out in this direct oblige each aptitude level, from beginners preferring 

automated arrangements to experienced developers wanting complete manual 

control. Legitimate arrangement, cautious execution, and intensive testing 

guarantee effective movements without information misfortune or expanded 

downtime. 

Selecting the right approach depends on person circumstances, technical 

certainty, and location complexity. Plugin-based arrangements offer great adjust 

between simplicity and control for most users, while professional services give 

peace of mind for business-critical websites. In any case of the chosen strategy, 

understanding the fundamental process helps troubleshoot issues and make 

educated choices when changing WordPress hosting provider becomes vital 

for improved performance or features. 
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